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INTRODUCTION 



Background to Enquiry 

1* The Committee have for some years been concerned to establish the extent of student 
success and failure in degree courses, particularly in view of the substantial investment of 
resources involved. They have also appreciated the distress caused to young people who have 
to leave their university without obtaining the degree qualification which they had hoped to 
obtain when they entered. From time to time the Committee have, therefore, conducted 
enquiries to establish the facts from which the extent of the problem can be judged, and on 
which any necessary action may be based. 

2. In 1 952 they conducted an enquiry into the progress by the end of their first year of students 
who had entered universities in 1950; and they later carried out a similar enquiry about students 
who had entered in 1954. Subsequently they instituted three further enquiries embracing the 
full period of a degree course. An account of these surveys is to be found in paragraphs 80 
to 89 of ‘ University Development 1957-62 ’ (Cmnd. 2267). Briefly, they covered the success 
or failure of undergraduate students admitted in October 1952, October 1955 and October 
1957. The last of these enquiries covered a greater range of faculties than the earlier ones and 
it also provided information about the reasons for failure (i.e., academic, disciplinary, illn ess 
or other) and the year of study in which withdrawal from the university had occurred. Material 
drawn from the last of these enquiries was published in Appendix Two (A) Part IY of the 
Robbins Report. 

3. The Committee had it in mind to carry out a further enquiry as soon as the time seemed 
opportune and in 1967, following consultation and agreement with the Committee of Vice- 
Chancellors and Principals, the present survey was instituted. It is the intention to carry 
out further surveys at intervals. The results of the present survey are summarised in this 
report. 

4. In the past, the Committee have taken the view that, since misinterpretation of the detailed 
figures is so easy, the figures supplied by individual universities should be treated as confidential. 
They have therefore published only aggregate figures for Great Britain— supplemented with 
figures for certain unnamed universities in the Robbins Committee Report. On this occasion, 
however, it was thought that the dangers of misinterpretation were outweighed by the importance 
of making all the relevant facts fully available. The Committee therefore decided from the 
outset — with the full concurrence of the Vice-Chancellors’ Committee — to publish the inform- 
ation collected as a result of this survey both by subject groups and separately for each insti- 
tution. 

5. The extraction of the relevant information from their records has been a major undertaking 
for university administrations, and the Committee are grateful for the work they have done to 
make this analysis possible. It is the Committee alone, of course, that takes the responsibility 
for the analysis of the material supplied, and for the presentation of the results. 
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